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Dear Jerry, 

lifter writing you yesterday, I began to wander If in trying to help you understand 1 
may liavu* la part, goven you u mi understanding* about Frank* no aim ht apparent fear of mo* 
i rH y iiavu a few winatos now. impacted guests are late* I can't rua i much of Frank'd 
book at oiiu tine, not at my age* It is like eating too nucii rich chocolate at one ait ting, 
stomach refuses it* 

Aa X told you vioulu happen, fa is iteginiiing to get rave reviews, ^omc aro modest* 

Oiily one I've seen has been bad* Jiis is preoic table. It in like wliores saying that sex is 
a tiling unto itself* That you fuck for the sake of fucking, love being immaterial ana a 
superficial caption* The most successful whores ore really lesbians* Tills is a skill 
they practise ail- learn to excel in* as oilier 8 do in typing or short] land. do it i., with 
literary scritics and with writing. Frank has ma'-terea all the little devices of literary 
whoring foul ni ] -^h^ pimps are pushing him* hut lie emerges tlio equivalvjat of a lesbian* 

This, not physical fear, is wliy he fears me. ho knows I know the stuff* knows he 
has uono a deliberate dishonest job ana for money and nothing else, he is having .. 
to .v bio living with it. iX-spite his present unhappiness, this will bo a pain George iic h il l a n 
will be spared* 

dome writers do this as a ueana of asking honorable things possible* Once I die a 
series of interviews for a boak-and-aithor show* They included the* guy who wrote another 
kind of formula book* The Gxhibltioaists. It wan a cheap, manufactured, out-and-out sex 
book, tho kind I consider dirty* I asked him about ho. told me two tilings tnat stick in 
my mind. If I con 1 1 be sure ho told mo tb~ truth, what ho said can be creditor. he said that 
first of all it was a challenge, like a carpenter undertaking a particularly difficult job 
of a he lias never tackled buforo. It ia challenging to him to bo ablv to figure out 

how to do it oiUi satisfaction to lilm who. l ho lias accompli, htm it* But more important , 
ho is a poet* one ho couldn't get ilia poetry printed under his own uamo. Once ho bocuae 
a succes with filth l with is not the some as sex), all his poetry was in demand, and the 
creative work he enjoyed suddenly became succoaaful* Frank does not hav- tills to fall 
back on. So, he is also unhappy* ilo can't oven toll himself he is a jogolo. 

So, I don't want you to tiiink that what I wa* tolling you i . that I am something 
special and tiuit is why Foreman fled and Frank shakes, ^his ia not th.. case. ’They both know 
how 1 c*iii fight, #nd in ^ rank's case lie know 1 wae under com Itiaont to the station to 
• hftk-A it easy on ^uie and li»yer* j*nd they both know 1 have done the work on the fact* ay 
own work* I didn't read tho handouts of others* as Frank did* % can t oven pronounce the 
nmoc of key ifitnosses, so 1 know he n< vor opok-- to thou, h« hasn t th<. remotest idea of 
how rifles work or the differences in calibres, projoctilos one. their ch racteristics* etc* 

If he die. nu'd have stop/jec. early in uis book and loomed for himself, aa I di— * lias all 

of this backward because lie was dependant upon tho fakery of t. oso manufacturing tliu fake* 
if, an uost country boy 3 do* you have an understanding of tills* then reuu. with core what ho 
says in a short chapter, IV. ^his would have bean a prosecution oleaster in court* ~t is one 
of. the reasons the case couldn't go to trial* and can you imagine a nan who has *-vor toaen 
a good look at a pump gun saying Jimmy didn't havo it loodod aim tiiea pu a single load 
in tho broach by hand and re.j «rved tho clip lor emergency? ^ow! 

This bo .k is as much a manufacture as a wooden ohair* Frank and posrdlbly an eoitor or 
editors merely did a lot of anadpaperin. before they put tho si^eon on* I hope this nolpn ypur 
under a tanning and eliminates a possible mi ,undurot aimin. g, that 1 wa. trying to present y— 
self ar something cxtiTJU^rdixLory, ana tuat is why Frank is uf aaid. Bon't undo r c a ti^a to hin. 

-«nd hu is a okillcu ana sxaoodh filiibua toiler, too* 


hastily, 


